
 

“ I am baptizing you 

with water, but one 

mightier than I is  

coming. I am not  

worthy to loosen  

the thongs of his  

sandals. He will  

baptize you with 

 the Holy Spirit  

and fire.” 

-Luke 3:16 

December 15, 2024 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Gaudette Sunday 



Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 9:30am-4pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
     Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
     E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554 
       

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-2pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sundays of  
the month. Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 10:30 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 

 
 

Always keep our  
Service Men & Women  

in your prayers ...  
 

LC Alex James Cooper US MARINE CORPS 
LC Dean Thomas Cooper US MARINE CORPS 
Lt. Col. Mary P. King , M.D., US ARMY 
Commander Joseph Garbitelli US NAVY 
Staff /Sgt. Matthew R. Hines - US ARMY  
LC Connor Thomas McHale US MARINE CORPS  
Sgt. Gerard Moran 
Lt. Com. Joseph Leahy US NAVY 
Sgt. Bryan Petriccione US ARMY –Cavalry Unit 
Lt. Joseph Woloszyn US NAVY 
TSGT Curt Abdool US AIRFORCE 

 
Please remember to pray for our  

wounded  soldiers. 

  St. Raymond’s Bulletin...   
   

   As a reminder, in case you forget to pick up your  
weekly Sunday bulletin, you can view it on our website: 

www.saintraymonds.org. 
If you would like to advertise an upcoming event for a   

St. Raymond Ministry or group, please email your article 
or notice two Fridays before the date of the bulletin to:                                                                  

strayrcc@optonline.net.  
  Please write: “Attention Bulletin Editor” in the subject  
line of you email. All bulletin articles are subject to the       

Pastor’s approval. 

 

mailto:strayfaithformation@aol.com??
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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

     Greetings and God’s continued Advent blessings 
be yours on the Third Sunday of Advent, also 
known as “Gaudete Sunday.”  Today is “Joyful 
Sunday” for today even in the midst of all the chal-
lenges we face we can rejoice.  Why?  Because our 
Lord, the mighty Savior is coming.  The first reading 
from the prophet Zephaniah speaks at great length 
about being joyful.  “Shout for joy, O daughter Zi-
on!  Sing joyfully, O Israel!  Be glad and exult with 
all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!”  Even in the 
second reading to the Philippians, Paul exhorts the 
people: “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I shall say it 
again: rejoice.”  Then we get to the gospel, where 
Luke seems to scare us a bit about chaff burning in 
unquenchable fire.  But it is really about John the 
Baptist telling the people some basic things about 
how to live.  He spoke about doing the right things.  
Believing and acting are not separate things.  They 
go hand in hand.  Don’t be greedy, don’t cheat, don’t 
lie.  John was all about getting people to recognize 
their obvious faults and failings, their sins.  He want-
ed people to get back to what they knew was right.  
John felt the responsibility to help people be ready to 
encounter someone whose Spirit would change eve-
rything, and everyone open to that possibility.  “I am 
not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals.  He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

     The people of John the Baptist’s time were ques-
tioning what thing was going to happen.  It really 
wasn’t a thing though.  It was a person.  John de-
scribed him as “mighty” but not as they expected.  
John knew he would have authority from God and 
that his judgment was the only kind that really mat-
tered, because it was a moral judgment, judging 
hearts and minds and attitudes and motives.  John 
wanted to get them ready to recognize Jesus for who 
he was.  But for you and me it is different.  We know 
who Jesus is.  For you and me there is a different 
question.  Who should I be?  And the answer to that 
question is about to be born in a tiny manger and in 
every heart who is open to him.  If we have the cour-
age and faith to want Jesus to be re-born in us this 
Christmas, I believe our loving God will bring that 
miracle about.  And then what we should do will 
come into focus from God living within us.   

     As we celebrate “Gaudete Sunday,” a day of 
joy and rejoicing, our parish gets into the spirit by 
having a special Gaudete Hospitality after all the 
morning Masses this Sunday in the school cafete-
ria, hosted by the Sodality of Our Lady.  During 
this time all who ordered Christmas Plants should 
come to pick them up in the cafeteria.  Also, at the 
end of the hospitality around 1:30pm we will pull 
the winning chance for the Christmas Cash 50/50.  
You can buy chances during hospitality in the caf-
eteria right up till the drawing.  So, stop by our 
Gaudete Hospitality to share some refreshments, 
pick up your plants, buy some chances and get 
into the Christmas spirit with fellow parishioners.  
Looking forward to seeing you at Mass and after-
wards! 

     A parish wide mailing should be arriving at 
each parishioner’s home this weekend.  It contains 
the Christmas schedule of Masses and opportuni-
ties for celebrating the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion (Confession) during these next two weeks.  
There are also envelopes for the Christmas Mass-
es of Remembrance, Christmas Flower Memori-
als and your donation for Christmas.  As I wrote 
in the accompanying letter, if possible, a donation 
of $100 would be great for Christmas.  Of course, 
anything above that is most welcome too.  
     Please take home a copy of the bulletin when 
you leave Mass today.  It contains many items of 
interest and invitation, with something for every-
one.  Of special note is news and needs from Par-
ish Social Ministry (please return your Giving 
Tree presents), info from Religious Education 
(Faith Formation), the Christmas Schedule, the 
Christmas Masses of Remembrance envelopes, 
the Eucharistic Revival Centerfold, the Commu-
nal Prayer Before Mass (found on the inside back 
cover), an invitation to join FORMED (your 
Catholic Faith on demand) and much more.  To 
keep informed, keep a copy of the bulletin at 
home each week for quick and easy reference.  

     Have a great Third Week of Advent.  Get into 
the joy of preparing for Christmas through pray-
er and helping others.  And remember: Christ-
mas preparation headquarters is right here in St. 
Raymond Church!  God bless always.   

   
 -Father Chuck  
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

DECEMBER 15, 2024-3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

Penitential Act 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

DECEMBER 15, 2024-3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

FIRST READING 
Zep 3:14-18a  

Shout for joy, O daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, 
O Israel! Be glad and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has 
removed the judgment against you he has 
turned away your enemies; the King of Isra-
el, the LORD, is in your midst, you have no 
further misfortune to fear. On that day, it 
shall be said to Jerusalem: Fear not, O Zion, 
be not discouraged! The LORD, your God, is 
in your midst, a mighty savior; he will re-
joice over you with gladness, and renew you 
in his love, he will sing joyfully because of 
you, as one sings at festivals.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6. 

R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among 
you is the great and Holy One of Israel. 
God indeed is my savior; I am confident and 
unafraid. My strength and my courage is the 
LORD, and he has been my savior. With joy 
you will draw water at the fountain of  
salvation. 
R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among 
you is the great and Holy One of Israel. 
Give thanks to the LORD, acclaim his name; 
among the nations make known his deeds, 
proclaim how exalted is his name. 
R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among 
you is the great and Holy One of Israel. 
Sing praise to the LORD for his glorious 
achievement; let this be known throughout 
all the earth. Shout with exultation, O city of 
Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One 
of Israel! 
R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among 
you is the great and Holy One of Israel.  

     

GOSPEL 
Lk 3:10-18  

The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What 
should we do?” He said to them in reply, 
“Whoever has two cloaks should share with 
the person who has none.  And whoever 
has food should do likewise.” Even tax col-
lectors came to be baptized and they said to 
him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He an-
swered them, “Stop collecting more than 
what is prescribed.” Soldiers also asked 
him, “And what is it that we should do?” 
He told them, “Do not practice extortion,  
do not falsely accuse anyone, and be satis-
fied with your wages.” Now the people 
were filled with expectation, and all were 
asking in their hearts whether John might 
be the Christ. John answered them all, say-
ing, “I am baptizing you with water, but 
one mightier than I is coming. I am not 
worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand to 
clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” Exhorting 
them in many other ways, he preached 
good news to the people. 

ALLELUIA 
Is 61:1  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me 
to bring glad tidings to the poor. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

SECOND READING  
Phil 4:4-7  

Brothers and sisters: Rejoice in the Lord al-
ways. I shall say it again:  rejoice! Your kind-
ness should be known to all. The Lord is 
near. Have no anxiety at all, but in every-
thing, by prayer and petition, with thanks-
giving, make your requests known to God. 
Then the peace of God that surpasses all un-
derstanding will guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/zephaniah/3?14
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/12?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/3?10
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/61?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philippians/4?4
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Rest in Peace 

Anna M. Accomando 

 

The Bread & Wine 
For this week is in 
 loving memory of  

Bob Murray 

Love, 

Cathy & Jim Rooney 
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