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Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 9:30am-4pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
     Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
     E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554 
       

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-2pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sundays of  
the month. Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 10:30 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 

 
 

Always keep our  
Service Men & Women  

in your prayers ...  
 

LC Alex James Cooper US MARINE CORPS 
LC Dean Thomas Cooper US MARINE CORPS 
Lt. Col. Mary P. King , M.D., US ARMY 
Commander Joseph Garbitelli US NAVY 
Staff /Sgt. Matthew R. Hines - US ARMY  
LC Connor Thomas McHale US MARINE CORPS  
Sgt. Gerard Moran 
Lt. Com. Joseph Leahy US NAVY 
Sgt. Bryan Petriccione US ARMY –Cavalry Unit 
Lt. Joseph Woloszyn US NAVY 
TSGT Curt Abdool US AIRFORCE 

 
Please remember to pray for our  

wounded  soldiers. 

  St. Raymond’s Bulletin...   
   

   As a reminder, in case you forget to pick up your  
weekly Sunday bulletin, you can view it on our website: 

www.saintraymonds.org. 
If you would like to advertise an upcoming event for a   

St. Raymond Ministry or group, please email your article 
or notice two Fridays before the date of the bulletin to:                                                                  

strayrcc@optonline.net.  
  Please write: “Attention Bulletin Editor” in the subject  
line of you email. All bulletin articles are subject to the       

Pastor’s approval. 

 

mailto:strayfaithformation@aol.com??
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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

     Merry Christmas! From the Fourth Sunday of 
Advent, we move quickly to Christmas Eve on Tues-
day and then to Christmas Day on Wednesday, De-
cember 25th.  No matter where you live or happen to 
be, the Christmas story is loudly being proclaimed.  
And no matter what difficulties our world faces, if 
you are Christian, you must grapple a bit on how 
best to respond to the Christmas story.  It is a unique 
gift giving time as we receive gifts on someone 
else’s birthday-namely that of Jesus Christ!  But any 
gift we receive pales in comparison to the gift of 
Jesus being born into our world and becoming our 
Lord, Savior and King. 

     There really is a different feel to the Christmas 
season and even in the weeks leading up to it.  Our 
whole environment looks different.  The streets look 
different.  Stores and restaurants look different.  
Churches look different.  Even people look different.  
Many of us seem to be a little happier during this 
time.  We become more generous and helpful and 
charitable during these weeks.  We make more time 
for each other, and especially for our of town guests.  
It’s as if the changes we see around actually change 
us a little on the inside.   Some of our thoughts and 
attitudes and personality traits change even for just a 
short time.  It’s a shame, though, that it comes to an 
end.  But does it have to?  Think about it.  What we 
celebrate is not simply Jesus’ birthday.  What we cel-
ebrate is his birth into a family, into a community, 
into a broken world, and into each and every human 
heart that is open to the life he wants to put into each 
one of us.  That’s the true miracle of Christmas, that 
our God is not far off somewhere, disinterested and 
removed from his creation.  Rather, the mind-
blowing reality is that God wants to be close to us, 
intimate with us, in a loving relationship with us, 
even to dwell within us.  This is an incredible gift.  
Our God isn’t out there somewhere.  He is among us 
and within us. 

     So, Christmas is not a collection of external 
things that remind us we are in the month of Decem-
ber.  Rather, Christmas should look like a world that 
embraces the Incarnation, men and women able to 
recognize the presence of Jesus all over the place.  
God doesn’t just lie in a manger in Bethlehem.  He is 
reborn into the hearts and lives of all who make 
room for him.   

So, open the door to Jesus, and give him a manger 
to lie in-namely you!  Then don’t look for Christ-
mas to end.  Oh yes, the season ends, and the ex-
ternals are put away, but every day of our lives 
can look like Christmas if we have the faith that 
can see Jesus just about everywhere.  And when 
that happens, when we recognize Jesus in the per-
son standing before us, the world will become a 
little kinder, a little more merciful, a little more 
compassionate.  In other words, it will start to be-
come the world God wanted all along.  One more 
thing.  As you try to see Jesus in people during the 
coming year, don’t forget to also look for him 
within yourself.  He is there too, ready to help you 
be the beautiful person you were created to be.  
And that’s a miracle every one of us needs.  Have 
a blessed, joyful Jesus-centered Christmas, not 
just on the 25th, but every day. 

     I want to thank all those who continue to be 
generous to St. Raymond Parish, even when times 
are tough.  We always need the financial boost 
that comes from many parishioners at Christmas.  
Thank you for once again including St. Raymond 
in your giving this year.  Thanks to all who helped 
make the “Giving Tree” such a success again for 
our Parish Social Ministry.  You truly helped 
make many people in our community have a 
blessed Christmas.  I also want to thank all those 
who continue to make our various ministries 
thrive for our people: Parish Social Ministry, the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Religious Education, 
the Human Life Committee, Light of the World, 
Nocturnal Adoration, the ministries of Bereave-
ment and Consolation, Pre Cana, the Sodality of 
Our Lady, CYO, the Knights of Columbus, 
Scouting, Altar Servers, Lectors, EME’s, the 
Adult Choir, Folk Group, Cantors, and the Altar 
Society, the Pastoral Council, my fellow Deacons 
and Priests, and the entire Rectory and School 
Staffs.  Through all your efforts, St. Raymond 
Parish continues to live its mission of Faith, Love 
and Friendship.  Thanks to all of you from the 
bottom of my heart. 
     Have a great Christmas with your family and 
friends.  Welcome to all our visitors who have 
travelled to be with us on this day.  Merry  

Christmas and God Bless everyone, always!   

                            Father Chuck 
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

DECEMBER 22, 2024-4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

FIRST READING 
Mi 5:1-4a 

Thus says the LORD: You, Bethlehem-
Ephrathah too small to be among the clans 
of Judah, from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to be ruler in Israel; whose origin 
is from of old, from ancient times. Therefore 
the Lord will give them up, until the time 
when she who is to give birth has borne, and 
the rest of his kindred shall return to the 
children of Israel. He shall stand firm and 
shepherd his flock by the strength of the 
LORD, in the majestic name of the LORD, 
his God; and they shall remain, for now his 
greatness shall reach to the ends of the 
earth; he shall be peace.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19.  

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your 
face and we shall be saved. 
O shepherd of Israel, hearken, from your 
throne upon the cherubim, shine forth. 
Rouse your power, and come to save us. 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your 
face and we shall be saved. 
Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down 
from heaven, and see; take care of this vine, 
and protect what your right hand has plant-
ed the son of man whom you yourself made 
strong. 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your 
face and we shall be saved. 
May your help be with the man of your right 
hand, with the son of man whom you your-
self made strong. then we will no more with-
draw from you; give us new life, and we will 
call upon your name. 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your 
face and we shall be saved.  

     

GOSPEL 
Lk 1:39-45  

Mary set out and traveled to the hill country 
in haste to a town of Judah, where she en-
tered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the infant leaped in her womb,  
and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit,  
cried out in a loud voice and said, “Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb. And how does this hap-
pen to me,  that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me? For at the moment the 
sound of your greeting reached my ears, the 
infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed 
are you who believed that what was spoken 
to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.”  

SECOND READING  
Heb 10:5-10  

Brothers and sisters: 
When Christ came into the world, he said: 
 “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 
but a body you prepared for me; in holo-
causts and sin offerings you took no de-
light. Then I said, ‘As is written of me in 
the scroll, behold, I come to do your will, O 
God.’“ First he says, “Sacrifices and offer-
ings, holocausts and sin offerings, you nei-
ther desired nor delighted in.” These are 
offered according to the law. Then he says, 
:Behold, I come to do your will.” He takes 
away the first to establish the second. By 
this “will,”  we have been consecrated  
through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. 

ALLELUIA 
Lk 1:38  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May 

it be done to me according to your word. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/micah/5?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/80?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?39
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/10?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?38
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

DECEMBER 25, 2024-CHRISTMAS DAY 

FIRST READING 
Is 52:7-10  

How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him who brings glad tidings, 
announcing peace, bearing good news, 
announcing salvation, and saying to Zion, 
“Your God is King!” Hark!  Your sentinels 
raise a cry, together they shout for joy, for 
they see directly, before their eyes, the 
LORD restoring Zion. Break out together 
in song, O ruins of Jerusalem! For the 
LORD comforts his people, he redeems Je-
rusalem. The LORD has bared his holy arm 
in the sight of all the nations; all the ends 
of the earth will behold the salvation of our 
God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6.  

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the 
saving power of God. 
Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has 
done wondrous deeds; his right hand has 
won victory for him, his holy arm. 
R. All the ends of the earth have seen the 
saving power of God. 
The LORD has made his salvation known: in 
the sight of the nations he has revealed his 
justice. He has remembered his kindness 
and his faithfulness toward the house of  
Israel. 
R. All the ends of the earth have seen the 
saving power of God. 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salva-
tion by our God. Sing joyfully to the LORD, 
all you lands; break into song; sing praise. 
R. All the ends of the earth have seen the 
saving power of God. 
Sing praise to the LORD with the harp, with 
the harp and melodious song. With trumpets 
and the sound of the horn sing joyfully be-
fore the King, the LORD. 
R. All the ends of the earth have seen the 
saving power of God.  

     

GOSPEL 
Jn 1:1-5, 9-14  

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things came to be through him, and with-
out him nothing came to be. What came to 
be through him was life, and this life was 
the light of the human race; the light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. The true light, which enlight-
ens everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came to 
be through him, but the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, 
but his own people did not accept him. But 
to those who did accept him he gave power 
to become children of God, to those who 
believe in his name, who were born not by 
natural generation nor by human choice 
nor by a man’s decision but of God. And the 
Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us, and we saw his glory, the glory 
as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace 
and truth. 

SECOND READING  
Heb 1:1-6  

Brothers and sisters: In times past, God 
spoke in partial and various ways to our 
ancestors through the prophets; in these 
last days, he has spoken to us through the 
Son, whom he made heir of all things and 
through whom he created the universe, 
who is the refulgence of his glory, the very 
imprint of his being, and who sustains all 
things by his mighty word. When he had 
accomplished purification from sins, he 
took his seat at the right hand of the Maj-
esty on high, as far superior to the angels 
as the name he has inherited is more excel-
lent than theirs. For to which of the angels 
did God ever say: You are my son; this day 
I have begotten you? Or again: I will be a 
father to him, and he shall be a son to me? 
And again, when he leads the firstborn in-
to the world, he says: Let all the angels of 
God worship him. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah52?7
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/98?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/1?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/1?1
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Rest in Peace 

Deacon Stephen T. Hayes 

Anna M. Accomando 

The Bread & Wine 
For this week is in 
 loving memory of  

Helen Paglia 

Love,  Fran & Al Diaz 

The Sanctuary Light 
For this week in memory of 

The Raia Family 



Fireside Catholic Heritage 
Edition Bible  

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New 
American Bible Revised Edition translation is 
the ideal Catholic Family Bible. 
 
Features: Our Catholic Family, Family 
Record section and Burgundy padded cover 
with gold-gilded page edges. 

 
Only $79.99 post paid  

 
 

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc. 
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY  11704 
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______  to cover the cost 
of _________  (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped 
post paid to: 
Name _____________________________________________________ 
Address  _________________________________________________ 
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____

 
 
 
 
 

To schedule an 
appointment, call 
(866) MY-LI-DOC 
(866-695-4362)

Personalized 
Primary Care for 
YOU throughout 
Long Island



Dr. Donna Rubino  
Dr. Clare Villanueva 

Doctors of Audiology 
Hearing Aids 

215a Atlantic Ave. 
Lynbrook, NY 11563 
 516-224-7588 

        cxÜÜç YâÇxÜtÄ [ÉÅx? \ÇvA 
Kenneth Lysak Jr., Philip M. Taglia        

 
Since 1825 

118 Union Avenue, Lynbrook 

516.593.1111       

www.perryfh.com 

BIRTHRIGHT 
OF 

NASSAU/SUFFOLK 

(516) 785-4070 

Confidential 
Assistance

Edwin C. Gerrity Agency 
All your Insurance needs 

25D Main St., East Rockaway, NY 11518 

Serving the Community over 50 years 

(516) 593-4242

Celebrity Chase Collision 
191 Earle Ave., Lynbrook, NY 11563 

516 593-0920 
Ask about your parish discount

 

 Collision Specialist - 24 Hour Towing 
 
  3586 Merrick Rd., Seaford 

516.221.7611    
169 Herricks Rd., Garden City Park                       

516.741-7950 
info@finaltouchli.com 
www.finaltouchli.com

CAREFREE 
AIR CONDITIONING  GAS HEATING 

AIR FILTRATION  WATER FILTRATION 

516-599-2848 

Assisi Veterinary 
Hospital 

Internal Medicine, Surgery  
& Emergency Medicine 

Pet Grooming and  
Boarding Available 

250 Hempstead Ave., Malverne 
516-256-0022                               

www.assisivh.com 
 “Long Island’s Most Trusted 

Name in Real Estate” 
HILARY H. BECKER, C.P.M. 

(516) 887-0677

Hewlett Point Yacht Club, Inc. 
“The most desirable place to dock your boat 

in East Rockway” 
 

•Boating and non boating Memberships  
•Air Conditioned Party Room for rent 
 • Social Events thoughout the year  

• Activities and events for children • Free Wi-Fi 
• Beautiful views of Hewlett Bay 

•Private Beach •Skeet Shooting •Deep water 
access• Slips with updated water and electric   

Call Ed for Details 516-359-2676

 

Flinch & Bruns Funeral Home Inc. 
 CREMATION SERVICES - BURIAL - FUNERAL  

Serving the entire South Shore Since  1932 
34 Hempstead Avenue. Corner Peninsula Blvd. Lynbook 

516-599-3600  www.flinchandbruns.com  

 
 
 
 

Your East Rockaway 
Licensed & Insured 
Electrical Contractor 

Jamestechelectric.com 
536-6900    647-0960

338 Atlantic Ave. 
 East Rockaway,  

516.568.7077 
www.eastrockawayflorist.com 

info@eastrock-
awayflorist.com 

 2681 Long Beach Rd Oceanside 
(516) 766-0425 

www.towersfuneralhomeny.com

120 Merrick Rd. 
Lynbrook 

516-887-2914 
www.hiltonanimalhospital.net 

 Preventive Care, Internal Medicine, 
Surgery & Dentistry 

Bathing & Boarding Available

#186 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com • geosk@aol.com

• Family Owned & Operated 
• Newly Renovated 
• Area’s Largest Chapel 
• Preplanning 
• Prepayment

• Handicap Accessible 
• Monuments & Inscriptions 
• Children’s Playroom 
• Competitive Pricing 
• Ample Parking

]tÅxá
Tech Electric

Family Owned and Operated

Est. 
1933

FUNERAL HOME INC.

   @eastrockawayflorist             @e_rockflorist

All Insurance Accepted 




